
 
 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

Wednesday, February 14, is Ash Wednesday. We will 

gather as the people of God at 7:00 p.m. in the church 

sanctuary as we are reminded of our humanity and our need 

for God’s forgiveness.  

 

The next 5 Wednesdays (February 21 – March 21) we will 

meet at the Parish Hall with the following schedule:  

 6:00 p.m.  Soup Supper 

 6:45 p.m. Worship 

 7:30 p.m. (or right after worship)  

  Small Group book study 

 

The book that the Evangelism Committee has chosen for 

this year is Practicing Our Faith: A Way of Life for a 

Searching People edited by Dorothy C. Bass.  

 

My hope is that all of you will take the time during this 

Lenten season to look closely at the spiritual disciplines 

explained in this book. Please sign up in the narthex (east 

entry of the church) for your copy of the book, a gift from 

the Evangelism Committee. You’ll each want your own 

copy, to take notes in and underline what you find 

important. Sign up by February 11. 

 

The Confirmation students will be in a small group of their 

own, with older youth invited to join them.  

If you are unable to be in a small group, please order a book 

to read on your own.  
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Here are the topics that we will cover:  

 

Ash Wednesday, February 14 – Forgiveness  

February 21 – Saying Yes and Saying No  

February 28 – Keeping Sabbath   

March 7 – Testimony  

March 14 – Discernment  

March 21 – Shaping Communities  

Maundy Thursday, March 29 – Hospitality  

Good Friday, March 30 – Dying Well  

 

Please journey with me during Lent, walking toward the 

cross. Only then will we fully appreciate the glory of Easter.  
 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark  



February Worship Schedule 
Sundays in February 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer time in the Parish Hall  

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage  

  8:45 a.m.  Sunday School  

  9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study in the Parish Hall 

  9:15 a.m.  Choir will practice & sing at Worship 

     (February 18 & 25) 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 
11:15 a.m. Luther League (February 11 & 18) 
 

February 11 Now the Feast and Celebration 
 

Wednesdays in February 

 9:00 a.m. WELCA Mission Sewing at the Parish Hall with  

  potluck lunch (beginning January 10
th

 everyone is  

  invited to help) 

 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study in church lower level 

   (February 7) 

 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday, February 14 at church 

 

Wednesdays during Lent: (February 21, 28, March 7, 14 and 21) 

 6:00 p.m. Soup Supper at Parish Hall 

 6:45 p.m. Worship at Parish Hall 

 7:30 p.m. Small Groups at Parish Hall 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 

15, 2018. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin 

board in the church narthex (entryway). The most recent council 

meeting minutes follow the financials below.  

 

Financials: (through January 24, 2018) 

Giving      $13,617.50 

Expenses         $19,057.10 

Net Loss  ($5,439.60) 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ 

meetings. Even better would be to join one of our committees. All 



committees meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise 

stated.  

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

December 21, 2017 

 

Present:  Karl Krueger, Wayne Woline, Julie Ostby, Ray Meth, 

Glenn Graf, Sherry Honts, Maribelle Lund, Stacy Speidel, Lisa 

Kempf, Pastor Mark, Alex Peterson 

Absent:  Wayne Rodgers, Johanna Crawford 

Host for the evening was Maribelle Lund.  

I. Devotions.  Maribelle opened the meeting by a reading from 

the Christian Broadcasting Network by Susan Norris called The First 

Gift of Christmas and how Jesus is the gift of life and that Jesus is the 

gift that keeps on giving and never runs dry. 

II. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and Financial 

Secretary were reviewed and discussed.   Motion made by Maribelle 

and seconded by Ray to approve the financials as printed.  Motion 

carried.   

No Memorial Secretary report given. 

The minutes of the November 19 Council meeting were distributed 

and reviewed.  Ray made a motion to accept the minutes and 

seconded by Wayne W..  Motion carried. 

Pastor distributed his report.  He reviewed his activities for the month 

and addressed questions.  Pastor shared that 8 to 10 young adults have 

been attending the young adult activities and they are studying the 

Book of James.  He also stated they will be meeting again on January 

21 after church.  Pastor also shared that over $1,000 was donated at 

the Luther League bake sale and they were able to purchase gifts for 

10 kids from WACO and also donate $500.00 to Toys for Tots.  

Pastor also shared that he would be taking a vacation, leaving on 

Christmas Day, to travel to Kansas and Minnesota to spend time with 

family.  He also shared that representative(s) from EWALU will be 

here on January 21.  It was moved by Glenn and seconded by Sherry 

that Pastor’s report be accepted.  Motion carried. 

III. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit Committee – will meet in January. 



B. Cemetery – reviewed minutes from 11/20/17 meeting.  There 

is one stone that needs attention but it is unknown about any family 

members.  Karl will contact Mary to check church records for family 

member contact.  There is one tree that needs to be removed and 

Duayne Hultquist will see about that and there is one ash tree that 

should be removed but it was determined it was not part of cemetery 

for it will be referred to property committee.   

C. Christian Education and Youth – Christmas program was a 

great success and several council members commented on it.  Pastor 

reported Luther League will be meeting on January 7 to review plans 

for January 9 soup supper.  Sunday school will not meet again until 

January 7. 

D. Evangelism – reviewed minutes from 12/4 meeting; next 

meeting will be January 8 at 5:30.  Stacy reported that positive 

responses have been received regarding prayer postcards being 

received.  They have new resident postcards to mail out and have 

received mailing list.  Pastor said cards were mailed to people on that 

list regarding the Christmas services.  Also stated that they would like 

to get more youth involved in ushering, greeting, etc. even if they 

have not volunteered. 

E. Finance – Glenn reported that they met and prepared the 

budget.  He thought budget would be provided for us to approve but 

we did not have it.  Pastor was able to print off what he had and it was 

reviewed.  It was moved by Stacy and seconded by Sherry that the 

budget be accepted with the possibility that some changes may be 

made in January. 

F. Mutual Ministry – Karl reported that they have met with 

everybody except Brooke.  He reported there were really not 

problems.  Organist said there are some issues with organ.  Mary 

requested that maybe a security camera be installed.  This was 

discussed at last month’s council meeting and Alex was to bring a 

quote with him. 

G. Nominating – no report.  Per Ray (as Ruth is on committee), 

there is a meeting coming up after Christmas.  He said he believes 

they have 6 people who are willing to serve.  

H. Property/Parish Improvement: 

  1. Wayne W. reported that a 3 x 5 flag was 

purchased and installed at Parish Hall. 

  2. It was reported that duct in organ room has 

been uncovered.  Pastor stated that the duct was opened tonight.  



  3. Mailbox.  Wayne W. will call One Call and 

will get the mailbox installed in approximate area that the postman 

put in a flag west of the field.  This would be out of the parking area 

and would allow Mary to drive up and get the mail.  Pastor also said it 

should not hinder access to the field.  

  4. Alex provided a proposal from Dan Peterson of 

Electronic Engineering for purchase of a security camera and 

necessary accessories to be put up in porch so that Mary can see who 

is coming in.  Labor for installation will be donated by Electronic 

Engineering.  It was moved by Sherry and seconded by Maribelle that 

we accept the bid and have this installed. 

I. Social Ministry – reviewed minutes of 11/16 meeting which 

we also reviewed at 11/16 council meeting.  Pastor reported that the 

$1,000.00 for Puerto Rico disaster relief had been sent. 

J. Stewardship – Pastor reported that they received more Time 

and Talent sheets back than usual, about double. 

K. Tanzania – Pastor reported that Gayle and him will be leaving 

for Tanzania on January 29 and returning February 6.  They intend to 

purchase 2 motor bikes while they are there and meet with Pastor 

Kinkoro to discuss what can be done when bigger group goes over.  

Pastor said the last time they went was 3 years ago.  

L. Worship and Music – next meeting on 1/2.  Discussed that 

there would be no worship service on 12/24 at 10:00 A.M. but there 

would be services at 5:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M. and there would be no 

Christmas Day A.M. service. 

It was moved by Lisa and seconded by Wayne W. that the committee 

reports be accepted. Motion carried. 

IV. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which 

was Luke 1:26-38 and Pastor led us in the discussion of the reading. 

V. Old Business. 
A. 2016-2017 Goals 

 1. Defibrillators – Stacy reported she was guided to a 

different resource by the interim and she filled out and submitted 

request on Tuesday for 2 defibrillators, one for church and one for 

Parish Hall.  She said she should hear something in 1 to 3 weeks.  She 

said she had to name a safety manager on request so she used Wayne 

R.’s name. 

 2. Active Shooter Training (Emergency Plan) – no report. 

 3. Walkway Lights – Ray talked to Troy Graber but has 

heard nothing more regarding this matter. 



B. Landscaping.  Ray will try to talk with Duayne Hultquist to 

see if he can put dirt in at Parish Hall.  The ramp and building repairs 

have been done.  

C. A/C and heat in organ room.  This was talked about under 

property committee. 

D. Smoke detectors at Parish Hall.  Nothing reported on this. 

E. Mailbox.  This was talked about under property committee. 

VI. New Business.  
A. Annual Meeting.  Finance reports are to be turned in to office 

by 1/10/18.  Mary will let people know that reports need to be in so 

they can be audited.  Council will provide sandwiches and drinks for 

annual meeting.  Julie will get sandwich meat, buns and cheese. 

B. Christmas and Julotta services-undesignated offerings.  It was 

moved by Maribelle and seconded by Ray that undesignated funds up 

to $2,000.00 go to missionary support.  If $2,000.00 is not received, 

general fund will make up the difference. 

C. Blood Drive to be held from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M. on 12/22.  

Harold Messer will be donating his 50
th

 gallon at 4:30 that day and 

Stacy reported that the Mt. Pleasant News and John Kuehns from 

KILJ will be there to cover this.  Stacy also reported that 57 units 

have been collected at the blood drives held which impacted 228 lives 

last year.  Stacy also reported that blood drives are scheduled for 2/20, 

4/17 (at Olds), 7/10, 9/25 and 12/28 in 2018. 

D. Discussion of a donation received was held as to what account 

it should go in, general or Parish Improvement or both.  It is currently 

all in the general fund.  Last year it was split between general and 

Parish Improvement because of the remodel of the kitchen.  It was 

stated that there was currently a need in the general fund right now.  

Ray said all remodeling bills have been paid except for the quartz 

which will be paid for from memorial fund and Parish Improvement.  

It was decided that donation should stay in general fund. 

E. Ray asked that with all of the remodeling done at church and 

Parish Hall if we have updated our insurance coverage.  Church 

Mutual is our current insurance carrier.  It was suggested at finance 

committee that maybe other insurance companies be contacted to see 

what coverage would cost as Church Mutual seems kind of high.  It 

was also asked if there is insurance coverage on organ.  It was also 

mentioned that it cost approximately $1,000.00 to get organ fixed and 

that there were a lot of pencils and paperclips under pedals and that 

some pipes are not working and they will be looked at. 



Adjournment and Prayer.  It was moved by Stacy and seconded by 

Glenn that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 9:05 P.M. and 

the meeting was ended with the Council joining hands and saying the 

Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

 
Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

December 31, 2017 

 

Present:  Karl Krueger, Wayne Woline, Stacy Speidel, Glenn Graf, 

Ray Meth, Alex Peterson, Wayne Rodgers, Lisa Kempf, Johanna 

Crawford 

Absent:  Julie Ostby, Sherry Honts, Pastor Mark, Maribelle Lund 

(counting) 

Karl requested meeting after church via email. 

Meeting was held in sanctuary shortly after church was over. 

He said mutual ministry committee met and they had a 

recommendation to raise Mary’s salary pending finance committee’s 

recommendation as she had not had a raise for 2 years.  Glenn said 

that he believes all were scheduled to get raises this year but he did 

not know the amount suggested by finance committee. 

Karl also mentioned that there really were no issues except Brooke 

had one which will talk to Pastor about and that her biggest complaint 

was lack of participation in the choir.  Karl said that it was suggested 

that signup sheets be put out and mentioned in bulletin.  Johanna 

suggested personal invites. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:16 A.M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary  



We are Swedesburg Lutheran 

Glenda Boal Alvine and Malcolm Alvine 
Where were you born? 

I was born two miles southwest of Swedesburg in my parents’ home. I 

was the youngest of 11 children born to my parents. Eight of us grew 

to adults and I am the last living sibling. Malcolm was born two miles 

northeast of Swedesburg in his parent’s home. He has an older sister, 

Marilyn Parcel, now living in Eddyville. Malcolm’s father 

immigrated to America from Sweden at the age of 14 with his family. 

 

Tell about your family. 

Malcolm and I both attended Olds Consolidated School for 12 years. 

He graduated in 1952 and I in 1953. Malcolm worked at Spahn and 

Rose Lumber in Olds for 2 years, then went into the U.S. Army for 2 

years spending part of this time in Germany. I attended the Iowa State 

Teachers College (UNI) for 2 years receiving a Pre-Professional 

Certificate. I taught 2 years in Marion Public School. Malcolm 

returned from service and started farming in 1956. We were married 

in August 1957 at SELC. I continued teaching at Crawfordsville until 

we started adding to our family in 1960. We have 4 children. Dwain 

(Chrysta) lives in Wayland and he works for Eichelberger Milling. 

Dwight is in Mt. Pleasant and works for CECO. Dori (Bryan) Curtis 

is in Sioux City, Iowa. Darci (Paul) Zoss lives in Plainfield, Indiana. 

They were all confirmed and married in SELC. We have 14 

grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren. 

 

When did you become a member of SELC? 

Malcolm was baptized at SELC when he was a few months old, was 

confirmed here and has always been a member. I was baptized as a 

teenager, and was confirmed and been a member since 1952. 

 

What are some ways you have been involved? 

At the present time I am on the Evangelism Committee and retiring 

from Altar Guild. Malcolm and I are custodians at the Parish Hall and 

have been for 16 years. 

 

We were custodians at the church for 12 years. Through the years 

Malcolm served on the church board and was secretary at one time, 

ushered, communion assistant, Property Committee and was active in 

Churchmen. I taught Sunday School, VBS, served on the Education 



Committee, and was group leader for LCW. We were youth 

counselors for a number of years. I am now with the sewing group 

and we have helped with Smorgasbord too many years to count. 

 

How have you seen God at work in your life? 

How can you be a farmer and not see God’s work in action? The 

beauty of the changing seasons and new life that emerges year after 

year. We had many ups and downs in our farming years but with our 

faith and God’s help we were always able to pull through. And as a 

teacher and in the education system for 30 years, I often felt God’s 

presence and guidance in day to day associations with students and 

parents. 

 

Have you ever had an experience in which you felt the presence of 

God? 

I know when I had my major surgery I felt very relaxed and unafraid 

as the time came for this. I knew many people were praying for me 

and I felt completely in his hands. We were in the hospital hallway as 

each of our triplet grandchildren were carried from the delivery room. 

God’s presence was felt as each bundle came through the door. 

 

What do you think your purpose in life is? 

Our purpose in life has been to nurture others. We have done this 

through raising our family, teaching school, youth leadership, 

farming, driving a school bus and the several older family members 

and friends which we have helped with care through the years. I 

volunteer at HCHC twice a month and at the Swedish Museum 3 

times a month. Malcolm has always been a good support for my 

endeavors. 

 

Luther League 
On Sunday, February 11, the Luther League will go out for lunch 

together. Then we will go to the Fellowship Cup for a service project 

that will last from 12:30-2:00 p.m.  

 

Ski Trip – Sunday, February 18. Following worship we will head to 

Sundown Mountain Resort near Dubuque, stopping for lunch at the 

Coral Ridge Mall in Coralville. Cost is $20 per person, plus money 

for your lunch. Friends are welcome!  

  



Souper Bowl of Caring 
We will have soup pots at the church doors on Souper Bowl of Caring 

Sunday, February 4. We will join people in churches across the 

country to collect money and cans of soup for those who are hungry 

and hurting. All of the money and food collected will be donated to 

The Fellowship Cup – none of the money is sent to the Souper Bowl 

of Caring headquarters. Please support our church in this effort to 

“love our neighbors” by bringing your cans of soup and/or dollar(s) in 

the soup pot on February 4. 

 

Churchmen Soup Supper 

 



Sunday School- Digging In to the Life of Jesus! 
 

Starting with Lent, we are going to dig deep into Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, spending ten Sundays covering Palm Sunday to the 

Ascension.  

We have several exciting lessons planned for 

February: 

 February 4
th

  – Jesus Walks on Water 

 Key point: Jesus Calms Our Fears 

 February 11
th

  –VALENTINES SERVICE PROJECT 

 February 18
th

  – First Sunday of Lent- Jesus’s Triumpant Entry 

 Key point: Jesus is King 

 February 25
th

  – Second Sunday of Lent – The Plot to Kill Jesus 

 Key point: Jesus Knows what it is like to be Hurt 

REMEMBER – We are starting 15 minutes earlier to accommodate 

families with confirmation students. An adult will be at the church at 

8:30 a.m. and Sunday School will start at 8:45 a.m. 

 

Sunday School is open to any children from preschool (age 3) to 6
th

 

grade and friends are always welcome! Extra hands and supplies are 

always welcome, too. Please contact Emily Kann if you are interested 

in helping support the Sunday School programs. 

 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

December 24 5 p.m. 130 December 24 11 p.m. 52 

December 31   62 January 7 76 

January 14   80 January 21 89 

January 28 107 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

December 24 5 p.m. 6,650 December 24 11 p.m. 1,300 

December 31 6,039 January 7 4,356 

January 14 4,503 January 21 2,030 

January 28 2,738 

 

 

 



Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
The Swedesburg Women of the ELCA began their sewing at the 

Parish Hall on Wednesdays. They begin at 9 a.m. There will be a 

potluck lunch at noon. Everyone is invited to join in. 

 

Young Adult Group 
Bible study on the book of James following worship on February 25. 

Books are still available in the narthex. Read chapter 5.  

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, in the 

church lower level. All women are invited to join. The Bible Study 

will NOT take place during the weeks of Lent. 

 

Blood Drive 
The December blood drive was held on December 22nd from 3-6 pm 

at the Parish Hall. There were 18 registered donors and 13 units were 

collected. This put us 1 over goal and the 13 collected units will 

impact up to 52 lives. At the December blood drive, we helped Harold 

Messer celebrate reaching his 50 gallon milestone. Thanks to Ruth 

Meth and Deb Derby for helping with treats, cake, and pre-

registration for the upcoming drive. The next blood drive will be 

February 20th from 3-6 pm at the Parish Hall. There are still open 

appointments. To schedule an appointment call Stacy Speidel at (319) 

986-5128 or register online at www.bloodcenterimpact.org. Use 

Sponsor Code 5185. The last date to donate elsewhere was December 

26th.   

 
Radio Sponsorship 

Our radio sponsors for January: 

  4 Bill & Marge Tolander 

11 Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

18 Bill & Marge Tolander 

25 Doug & Donna Deardorff 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/


co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. If you move or would like to have 

someone added or taken off our mailing list just contact the church 

office. 

 

You may find the church calendar on the church website. Changes are 

made to it as they occur. Check out our website!  

 

Tanzania 
In November 2014, Pastor Mrutu from Ngaeni Lutheran Church 

visited Iowa prior to Pastor, Jan Towne and Gayle Olson travelling to 

Ngaeni in December.  Many of our church members opened their 

homes to Pastor Mrutu, attended a meeting or a meal with him and 

heard about the work in Ngaeni.  When we went to Tanzania, we were 

warmly welcomed.  We saw how our sister church, also in the middle 

of a cornfield, worshipped, served their people and thrived in the 

mountains of Tanzania.  We visited some satellite church locations, 

hiked into the mountain, worshipped with them, had a planning 

session, and purchased hymnals for their congregation.  As we said 

our goodbyes, we promised to stay more in touch to keep the 

relationship going. 

 

That was now over 3 years ago, with many changes occurring in both 

congregations.  They have a new pastor, Pastor John Kinkoro and a 

new plan.  We didn’t find out about the transition for a while and it 

took some time for us to get back in contact again.  Safiel Senkoro 

(host during our visit, was instrumental in helping re-establish a 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


connection).  It illustrated again how important it is to move beyond 

only pastor to pastor relationships and include active participants from 

both congregations.  Christina, one of their church members who was 

studying to become an evangelist and was so helpful and thoughtful 

during our trip, is now a full-fledged evangelist serving their extended 

congregation.  We have stayed in touch and funded them to purchase 

some breeding hogs, a project initiated by Pastor Mrutu. 

 

We have debated how to best continue to be companions with Ngaeni.  

After much discussion & prayer, our companion committee decided 

to send a very small delegation (Pastor and Gayle Olson) this January 

to meet the new pastor and more church members, to check on the pig 

project and to develop plans together in order to continue to 

strengthen both of our congregations.  There is much we can learn 

from them!  For example, they had over 100 in their confirmation 

class the spring after we left.  They have many goals, much to offer 

and many needs.  One of their immediate needs is for additional 

motorbikes to help their evangelists get to the satellite locations.  

They are also in need of science and math resources for their high 

school.  They are considering building a parsonage and perhaps 

another school (high school/community college type?).  We have 6 

goals for the trip:  

1. see progress with the pig project,  

2. purchase 2 motorbikes for the evangelists,  

3. take samples with us of some science/math supplies to 

determine what they really need in order to collect and take 

more this summer, 

4. worship together with them on Sunday,  

5. explore ways to better connect Ngaeni and Swedesburg 

people, such as via email pals, and,  

6. plan projects that would best help Ngaeni that a larger group 

(4-6 people) from Swedesburg could come to work on this 

summer.   

Based on what we plan together with Ngaeni people, we will send 

another delegation in July to work on whatever project or projects we 

decide together would be the most helpful.  If possible, we will try to 

coordinate this trip with two other Iowa congregations that are also 

hoping to send people to Tanzania. 

 



We appreciate your prayers for this relationship.  We thank everyone 

who has generously donated to the Tanzania account.  We will likely 

have a fundraiser this spring to help support this summer’s work.  We 

welcome anyone who wishes to become an email pal, join our 

committee or might be interested in helping with the next projects.  

 

Thank you’s 
Thank you for all the prayers from the Swedesburg congregation. We 

think of all of you so often. Hope to get back there in the spring for a 

visit! 

Sincerely, Lennis & Eldon Beichter 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: Thank you for your gift of 

$1,000.00 to Lutheran Disaster Response. Thank you for joining with 

the whole church in this season of unprecedented generosity as, 

together, we support communities hard-hit by hurricanes, earthquakes 

and wildfires. Thank you Swedesburg Lutheran! 

In the light and life of Christ, The Rev. Daniel Rift; 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 

 

Thank you for your generous donation in December. We appreciate 

all the support you give our organization throughout the year in 

numerous ways! Blessings!  

The Fellowship Cup 

 

Dear Members of Swedesburg Lutheran Church: What a wonderful 

thing you have done, to give a donation to the Lutheran Chaplaincy 

Outreach ministry at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics! 

Lutheran folks of all ages, from all around the Midwest, the country 

and even around the world benefit from having a Lutheran pastor 

serving as chaplain in such a large, confusing place. It is special to 

know that their pastor asked the chaplain to visit, or that the chaplain 

contacted their pastor. Your generous gift of $100 helps to make this 

partnership ministry possible. Thank you for all you do, for your 

prayers and your gifts.  

In Christ’s name, David K. Hanson; 

Treasurer, Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach 



 



 
 

 
You may view these documents on the bulletin board in the church 

lower level. 



Choir schedule 
OPEN music days (February 4, March 4, 11, 29 or 30, April 8 or 22, 

and May 13) are open to anyone that would like to share special 

music. Please let Mary in the office or Brooke Smith know in advance 

if you’re interested in providing special music. This schedule is on the 

bulletin board in the lower level. Place your name in the OPEN spaces 

as schedules allow. If you need Gyehyun to accompany she will need 

photocopies of the music at least a week before and rehearsal before 

figured out. If you want to share special music but you aren’t sure 

what to sing or play, feel free to call or email Brooke Smith for help. 

319-310-7929 or ellibr03@luther.edu. 
 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI! 

“We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 

Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love: responding 

to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. We give 

thanks for all the ministry partners, both individuals and 

congregations, who help share this love for Iowa children, families, 

and adults! 

 

We see this love in newly adopted children and their families, in teens 

who learn to trade self-harm for self-worth, in Iowans with disabilities 

who are growing their independence and confidence, in new parents 

who are raising strong and healthy families, and in so many other 

moments of joy. If you would like more information, please contact 

Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at 

563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.  

Thank you for the love you share and create through LSI. Happy 

Valentine’s Day! 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

tel:(319)%20310-7929
mailto:ellibr03@luther.edu
http://lsiowa.org/


Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Healing through Harmony  

Jaden doesn’t have many memories of his father. When Jaden was 5 

years old, his father unexpectedly passed away. Now 14, Jaden has 

grown up without that loving connection. Through his grief, his 

connection to his mother became strained, and he struggled to manage 

his anger at home. After being placed in LSI’s Bremwood Residential 

Treatment Center in Waverly, Jaden connected with LSI’s Spiritual 

Life program. The voluntary program connects youth with faith-based 

art, music, and film. It serves as a safe space for children to open up 

about their emotions and get the support they need to thrive.  

 

“Jaden is one of the few kids who would actively set up lunch 

appointments with me,” says Pastor Dennis Bauer, who leads the 

program. “He’s really benefitted from being able to talk during the 

day.” Having access to a support network and a trusting relationship 

with Pastor Dennis has helped Jaden feel empowered to make a 

positive change during his time at Bremwood. Jaden is finding his 

faith through music, and he’s learning how to talk about his trauma 

and become a role model for other Iowa youth.  

 

Jaden has now been adopted into a loving family. As he finishes up 

his treatment at Bremwood, his family visits frequently and worships 

with him, and Jaden is enjoying being a new big brother.  

 

 

Invitation 
Invite a friend to church …this is the main way that churches grow. 

Postcards are available in Pastor Mark’s office that you may use to 

send an invitation to a friend, co-worker, family member, neighbor… 

 

  

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


 

February Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  1 Cole Benson 

  2 Elizabeth Larson 

  3 Shirley Swanson 

   Aaron Deardorff 

 Torey McElroy 

  6 Cadon Jacobson 

 Bill Molander 

 Judy Sells 

  7 Elizabeth McClure 

 Catrina Sells 

  8 Coleen Mullin 

 Owen Niemann 

  9 Brad Benson 

 Lori Hanze 

 Doug Schlatter 

 Blake Wickham 

 Hannah Wickham 

 Sterling Wickham 
 

10 Cherry Sandeen 

11 Tom Erickson 

13 Karen Alvine  

 Amanda Stout 

14 Mary Ann Kaufman 

 Olivia Naber 

15 Tyler Craig 

 Bill McGohan 

 McKenna White 

16 Rylee Merrifield 

17 Trever Kelley 

19 Ruth Meth 

20 Dennis Speidel 

21 Brandon Ridinger 

22 Katie Benson 

 Eric Lunsford 

24 Angela Ribeiro 

28 John Wagner 
 

 

February Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  1 Dave and Jan Towne 

  2  Carl and Maribelle Lund  

13  Bill and Linda McGohan 

19  Ray and Ruth Meth 

21  Darrell and Gail Smith 
 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



 

We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in February for: 
 

February 4: 

Beau Bergman & Megan Wettach, Alexandra 

Margaret Bergstrom 

Vicky Bergstrom 

Marilyn Boal 

John & Dawn Bodenham, Adam, Aaron 
 

February 11: 

Kevin & Aani Bourassa 

Erik Brawner 

Michael & Jackie Brawner 

Joel Brown 

Kirsten Brown & Jared Peck 
 

February 18: 

David & Kari Brownholland, Kai, Helaine 

Kyle & Anne Burnham, Lincoln, Cameron 

Cale Caboth, Ellie 

Anya Caboth 

Cragon & Jean Caboth 

Mary Beth Caboth, Ellie 
 

February 25: 

Betty Carlson 

Nikki & Kaci Chacon, Brooklyn, Kenna 

John Chrisinger 

Lindy & Lil Chrisinger 

Todd Christ & Kate Crawford 

 



 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 Gayle Olson and Pastor Mark as they travel to Tanzania during 

February. 

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

BIRTH 
 Khloe Rose Emerson was born December 28

th
 to Kyle & Kailey 

Emerson. Grandparents are Steve & Kris Emerson. 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to the Sunday School students and leaders that presented the 

Children’s Christmas program. 

 

 to our new organist, Gyehyun Jung who provides such beautiful 

music to each of our worship services.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2018 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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